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West Lothian College Principal Mhairi Laughlin is anticipating 
a lively discussion: “Retail is undoubtedly of high importance 
to Livingston and the entire West Lothian area and as such it is apt the 
Livingston Lecture embraces this theme with the contribution of these high 
calibre speakers. 
“The relationships between the College and local retail employers are already fruitful and we are looking to 
further strengthen these links in the future. The depth of expertise in this field locally is impressive and is a 
massive asset to the region’s economy. We are delighted to help celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Livingston 
by hosting this lecture, which will highlight the current and future role of retail in our area.”

18.00     Coffee and Registration 

18.30     Welcome & Opening Remarks  
Mhairi Laughlin     
Principal & Chief Executive West Lothian College

18.40    Professor Christopher Moore 
Associate Dean of Business Development & Chair in 
Marketing and Retailing, Glasgow Caledonian University

 Professor Christopher M Moore is the Associate Dean of Business Development and the 
Chair in Marketing and Retailing in the Glasgow School for Business and Society.  

 His current research interests include retailer internationalisation; luxury brand marketing 
and trends and developments in youth consumption. 

 Professor Moore has provided consulting and commissioned research services to a wide 
range of retailers, financial service institutions, media companies and other consumer-
facing organisations in the areas of brand management, marketing strategy and consumer 
intelligence management.

 Professor Moore will be discussing the Changing face of retailing with a particular emphasis 
upon clothing retailing. He will explore, Youth consumption research and future predictions 
for fashion retailing in Scotland.  
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19.00   Colin Temple   
Chief Executive, Managing Director, Schuh 

 Colin Temple MD of Schuh the fashion footwear retailer moved to Scotland in 1988 when 
Schuh was part of Goldbergs.He was part of the team that rescued Schuh from Goldbergs 
going into administration in 1990 and has since grown the business.

 Genesco an American retail group acquired Schuh in June 2011, investing in accelerated 
growth of a wee Scottish shoe shop founded 30 years ago in Edinburgh by Sandy Alexander.

 Schuh now trade from 80 branches in the UK and Ireland as well as online and aim to double 
in size over the next 5 years. Schuh have been based in Deans at Livingston for many years 
and are proud to be part of the community of West Lothian.

 Colin is an Honorary Professor of Business and Languages at Heriot Watt University and we 
look forward to hearing his insights.

19.15 Professor Leigh Sparks 
Professor of Retail Studies and Head of Graduate School, 
University of Stirling

 Leigh Sparks is Professor of Retail Studies at the Institute for Retail Studies, University of Stirling. 
He has been heavily involved in academic management and was appointed as Head of the 
Stirling Graduate School in October 2011.

 He is Editor of the leading European retail journal (The International Review of Retail, 
Distribution and Consumer Research) and on the editorial boards of a number of other major 
marketing and management journals. 

 He has authored and edited a number of books and has published over 125 journal articles as 
well as many practitioner, trade and newspaper pieces. Leigh is currently Chair of the Towns 
Group of the Centre for Scottish Public Policy, a board member of IDS Scotland Ltd.

 Professor Sparks will be discussing - The Role of Retailing in the Modern Scottish Economy.

19.35  Jane Rexworthy  
Head of National Skills Academy for Retail

 Jane is Head of the National Skills Academy for Retail and is responsible for establishing a 
network of up to 70 retail skills shops offering world class training for the retail sector.  

 Before moving over to the NSA, Jane worked for Skillsmart Retail for just under five years as 
National Manager for England and was involved in developing partnerships in the English regions 
and developing the concept for the National Skills Academy for Retail. 

 She has worked in and around the retail sector for more than 25 years in store management 
training and HR.

 Jane will focus on Retail Employment Skills
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19.45 Question & Answer Panel
 Mhairi Laughlin will Chair

20.00 Closing Remarks and Thanks  
James Bailey 
Director, The Centre, Livingston 

 James Bailey has worked within the retail industry for more than 12 years.
 His vast experience has taken him to centres across the UK including The Centre, MK, in Milton 

Keynes and developments within the Hammerson portfolio including The Bull Ring, High Cross 
Leicester, Brent Cross, The Oracle and West Quay. 

 James previously headed up Bristol’s Cabot Circus, and was a key contributor to its launch in 
2008. He was appointed as Director of The Centre, Livingston, in March 2011. 

 In his role at The Centre James has developed a clear strategic direction for Livingston and has 
built upon existing relationships with customers, retailers and external stakeholders.

 The Centre has attracted a range of high profile retailers in the time since James has been 
in charge; including a three-storey Primark, Scotland’s first Tiger Stores and clothing fashion 
favourite Superdry.  
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