
1 
 

Expanded Book Review 
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At a time when interest in the fate of the Scottish town has become a central concern of the 

Scottish government, this timely book serves as timely and informative account into how 

Scottish towns developed in Scotland under the auspices of ‘improvement’. In ‘The Scottish 

Town in the Age of the Enlightenment 1740-1820, by Bob Harris and Charles McKean, the 

book draws from a wealth of local and regional resources in detailing and reconstructing the 

communities within the towns covered. The end result is a beautifully illustrated treatise on 

towns with maps and coloured plates, to produce a compelling insight into how improvement 

can be viewed through the lens of the ‘town’ at a time when Scotland’s contribution to 

European ‘Enlightenment’ of the early 18th century was to radically alter medieval constructs 

of society, culture, religion, jurisprudence and importantly, moral and political philosophy. 

The profound nature of Scottish Enlightenment thought and ideas were arguably the 

necessary precursor to society taking advantage of new developments in science and 

intellectual thought which were exploited in the mid-19th century.  

In short, the Scottish Enlightenment was not the birth of modern thought; it was in fact, 

Scotland’s intellectual but contemporaneous expression of modern Scottish society at the 

turn of the 19th century. The influence of the Scottish Enlightenment was so fundamental to 

how the modern world was to develop and how it eventually came to be understood; as its 

core ideas were to find eloquent expression and rational interpretation written into almost all 

political and economic discourses in almost all countries around the world (connect 

Hutcheson, Reid, Hume, Smith, Ferguson, and the American Declaration of Independence 

1776 for instance).  As such, its emergence at a time when the European world was weary 

from never ending religious wars, underlined the significance of its impact when its ideas 

ensured longevity in application long after the - mainly Edinburgh - literati had confirmed 

their place in annals of history themselves.       

The Enlightenment period coexisted with its Scottish traditional burghs. These were 

established along the lines of ‘traditional societies’ and while this book cannot hope to deliver 

an all-encompassing and definitive account of all Scottish urban contexts, it is nevertheless a 

comprehensive study into the urban context of the town as urbanisation was to gather 

momentum. The period under review predates the era of rapid urbanisation so often 

documented in the modern annals of Scottish and UK urban history. While historically, 
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urbanisation patterns have been well-documented1, the crucial difference is the scale and 

pace of urbanisation across the world during the 20th century. In constructing explanations 

for rapid urbanisation, the interest of many disciplinary scholars and demographers in 

particular, in the later 19th and early 20th centuries was mainly, but not entirely, about re-

examining long established statistical accounts of society and population growth.  

For instance, Scotland’s Sir John Sinclair’s (1754-1835) initial interest in documenting 

Scotland’s geography was later to coincide with interest in the conditions of society 

eventually culminating in the three Statistical Accounts of Scotland with the first originating in 

the 1791-1799 period by Sinclair himself. Indeed, the record of Scottish society was written 

by parish ministers not unlike early-medieval history of Scotland which was more often than 

not, documented via the narrative of English Kings, albeit strongly ecclesiastical in context. 

The only difference is that in the former, the interest was mainly about social improvement in 

the context of a vastly changing agricultural society that was radically altering the social and 

economic geography of Scotland that had lasted for centuries. In the latter, this was more 

about meddling in political legacy and aristocratic prophecy written by those emboldened 

enough to imagine their own legacy in history; ensuring it is properly accounted for by writing 

the historic record based on contemporary events for which they played a full part. An 

exception to the rule is perhaps, Barbour’s ‘Bruce’, one of the earliest contemporary and 

poetic narratives of the early-medieval Kingdom of Scotland. Written entirely in Scots around 

the 1370s, Barbour narrates in poetic form, the success of the prosecution of the First War of 

Independence in Scotland by Robert I of Scotland and Sir James Douglas.      

Society’s reaction to and contention with mass and swift industrialisation – the effects of city 

growth as Lewis Mumford (1895-1990) for example so convincingly described in his City in 

History (1961), which were so dramatic, helped to ignite scholarly interest into the socio-

economic context of the spatial dynamics that gave rise to certain urban forms that are more 

commonly understood today.2 As much as these historical accounts provide useful 

narratives and examinations of industry, diaspora, economies and urban growth and 

complement William W. Rostow’s3 British ‘economic take-off’ (c.1783) interpretation of its 

unique position from traditional to transition society in the European context, it was the 

Scottish town that laid the foundations for the mid-late Victorian interest in cities and optimal 

                                                           
1 For example, see the discussion on Adna Ferrin Weber, ‘The Growth of cities in the 19

th
 century’, 

Macmillan, New York (1899) in Hall, P., et al, (1973), ‘The Containment of Urban England’; for 

contemporary demographic patterns, see Le Gates & Stout, (2000), ‘The City Reader’, for discussion 

of the urban demographer, Kingsley Davis. 

2
 For instance, see Sir Stuart Hall’s ‘Cities of Tomorrow’, (1988)  

3
 See W.W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1960), Chapter 2, ‘The Five Stages of Growth - A Summary’, pp. 4-16. 
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city size rhetoric. Glasgow and Edinburgh for instance, owe their spatial expansion and 

population explosion, not to mention, ambitions of their civic leaders and merchants, to the 

‘town context’. These cities were to draw their talents and populations from towns on which 

they depended to flourish and prosper – and not – to rural agrarians. The growth of towns 

and cities thereafter, were aligned to a popular acceptance that as places grew, this was a 

sign of successful commercial exploitation of international trading links that went well beyond 

the shores of the British Isles and this ought to be welcomed as such and was most 

profoundly expressed in what was the British Empire.  

No more do we see the Victorian interests bear fruition than the ideas of Scotland’s very own 

Sir Patrick Geddes’ (1854-1932). His regionalism emphasis was loosely founded upon the 

proliferation of a spatial geography that could offer potentially fruitful insights into how the 

socio-economic spatial geography of Scotland was altering at a time when the European 

context was radically different. This emphasis combined the ecological principles of the 

natural environment successfully applied to the formation of a human ecology blending 

nature with social progress into a conception of human settlement patterns. Geddes’ 

‘conurbation’ reformulated an inconvenient truth that regionalism was not only not conducive 

to some arbitrary and random boundary that fits neatly into some conception of city or urban 

growth, but neither was it ascribing to settlement and urban growth as something emerging 

from traditional geographies exemplified in boundary expansion of traditional town burghs.  

Geddes conceived the interlinking of nature and society in its spatial expression as a 

process that overcame the problematic boundary definition that utilised size as the only 

means for rudimentary classification for administrative purposes (e.g. parish councils). 

Geddes’ ‘conurbation’ was to define this process as one which captured the significant shifts 

in the regional-local dynamic so eloquently set out in his mantra of ‘folk-work-place’. It is not 

surprising that later on British planners were well positioned to adopt such ideas building on 

the early 20th century ideas of Ebenezer Howard’s (1858-1928) ‘garden city movement’ (from 

1899). Here the virtues of combining the countryside and proximity of the city offerings were 

considered as providing the panacea to the alarming socio-spatial disorganisation and 

enduring social malaise that the rapidly expanding cities were ‘creating’. The planned and 

organised new town however, was not to be adopted until almost 50 years after Howard’s, 

‘Tomorrow: A Peaceful Path To Real Reform’, of 1898.    

With the above digested, it is now time to navigate what this wonderful book is about. The 

narrative of the book is organised into two main sections which guide the introduction of 

more detailed analysis. The first section addresses ‘towns and improvement’ with the second 

section ‘society and culture’ reflecting the core mentalities of those enlightened thinkers that 
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occupy Scotland’s Enlightenment. It setting out the context for what is to follow, it provides a 

useful comparative review of the scale and development of Scottish towns. As a book about 

towns, and thankfully not cities, it comes as a welcome invitation to look at the cross section 

of towns, thirty in total, that as the author’s argue, ‘that almost never feature in modern 

discussions of urbanisation’. 

While the wide range of towns selected for treatise by the authors are arbitrary, the authors 

were careful to include and reflect different types and sizes in ensuring as broad 

geographical coverage as possible. While the biggest cities are mentioned, the book mainly 

focuses on two particular regions for ‘special examination’: Angus and Perthshire in the east 

and Ayrshire in the west. Both regions saw rapid industrialisation during this time, although 

less dramatic as in the cases of Renfrewshire and Lanarkshire: the rise, respectively, of 

Paisley and Greenock are described as ‘nothing short of astonishing’. Given this, Glasgow, 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen are largely excluded, and rightly so.     

Divided into seven chapters, the first looks at patterns of urban growth across Scotland in 

this period and also how towns differed from one another, and, from other towns in the 

British Isles. This is accurately entitled ‘Scottish towns in context’. Indeed, this is important 

as the authors themselves attest Scots at this time were casting their eyes south to English 

improvement and modernity. Here the authors set out a basic framework for understanding 

the Scottish burgh between the periods c.1745-1820. To that end, four main areas are 

examined: chronology and principal patterns of urban growth in Scotland; the main 

distinctive features of the Scottish urban order; the extent of specialisation within the urban 

structure and maturation; and finally the nature of the Scottish urban inheritance – 

particularly looking at the built environment on the eve of dramatic urban expansion. As the 

authors confirm, what needs to be identified is how specifically and in what ways and to what 

degree, urban growth differed from elsewhere in Britain, rather than saying that most British 

historians agree that it did.   

The second chapter considers urban improvement and here readers are introduced to the 

first of the remaining five chapters that form the heart of the book’s focus: improvement. 

Improvement in the Scottish context is described as a process and a feature of a growing 

number of towns. The authors argue that improvement is to be viewed largely in respect of 

the built environment and the footprint of towns. Drawing upon the observations of Thomas 

Murie, a military sergeant, the authors describe the urban landscape via the lens of 

achievement and how urban achievement in Georgian Scotland receives little notice in 

general histories in Scotland and Britain. What this offers interested readers is that the 

perspective was one of fundamental change which occurred in Scottish society in the years 
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and decades that followed the Jacobite risings 1745-1746. It makes for an engaging chapter 

as it provides wonderful insight into Georgian Scotland’s ‘urban renaissance’ and is 

successful at drawing both the parallels and distinctive differences in substance and process 

of urban improvement with England, and in part, with Europe and the colonies.  

‘The depth and extent of urban renewal were symptomatic of a new economic, social and 

cultural dynamism in the country that had their foundation deep in the burghs’,(p.80).      

The ‘well-established concerns about the maintenance of the urban fabric and the condition 

and cleanliness of streets’ for instance, describes how Stirling town council in 1614 had 

issued an Act to prevent individuals building out into the street so as to improve movement 

along the main street. Commitment to improvement it appears, was to grow naturally from 

such humble origins, and, as the authors surmise themselves, may help to explain why 

improvement was so readily embraced as the agenda for urban change. In concluding the 

chapter, the authors reiterate that improving the townscape was never a socially or politically 

neutral process, with dissent normally more about non-cooperation or simply ignoring new 

regulations,: 

‘Whatever the quality and diligence of urban leadership, improvement necessarily involved 

favouring someone’s or some group’s interest over those of others…it was in this sense 

intensely political”, but that nevertheless, “…what stands out overall is how limited and 

occasional such opposition was’, (p134-135). 

For the authors, the focus on burgh reforms by historians is justified; however the overly 

negative verdict on the quality of urban leadership in Scotland is, to their mind, unnecessary. 

The irony does not, I add, escape me here!      

In chapter three, the main focus begins to build on the beginnings of improvement by 

looking in more detail at how this was embellished in the urban form and public buildings. 

The chapter sets out three aims of this focus: to examine the range of public buildings for 

which burghs were responsible; secondly, to examine renewal and change in the principal 

symbolic ones via the lens of civic architecture, and thirdly, to explore what, if any, 

chronology governed their erection. The authors conclude with an assessment into what light 

civic buildings shed on the nature of the Scottish urban identity in the later Georgian era. 

Interestingly, the authors usefully point out how comparisons are drawn with English towns 

(as most studies of 18th century Britain do) because it provides a method for an evaluation of 

and into Scottish difference. The author’s thus portend that what made the development of 

the Scottish burghs so distinctive…was the Scots appetite for change, how it embraced 

change and the willingness to engage with a present and a future defined partly in terms of 
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its ‘very conscious distancing from the past’ and sadly, which would lead to many Scots 

devaluing and indeed discarding a great deal of their distinctive national urban inheritance.  

Carrying on with the theme of renewal, chapter four builds on the previous two chapters by 

introducing five towns in which to situate a deeper analysis of the renewal and refashioning 

of urban townscapes. In a ‘tale of five towns’, Selkirk, Irvine, Dunfermline, Kirkcudbright and 

Perth are selected for more detailed treatment on this theme. As pointed out in their 

introductory chapter, the availability of some historical records afforded the selection of these 

particular towns. Moreover, their selection was also because they provided a good range in 

respect of character, size and geographical location, despite the obvious fact they are 

indeed all lowland towns. However, these towns provided extant sources for each, meaning 

they had the good fortitude of providing ample resources from which the authors could 

examine more closely. Furthermore, taken together as a group of towns, they illustrate very 

clearly how the Scots burghs responded to pressures improve in distinctive ways.  

As mentioned earlier, while challenges and aspirations for urban renewal north and south of 

the border were, in the authors’ words, ‘convergent’, we should not automatically assume, 

the process and features of renewal were identical. By focusing on these burghs in 

particular, supports the authors’ view that urban improvement despite where and how it took 

place, had a profoundly local aspect. These aspects were bound to manifest themselves 

locally by virtue of ‘the choices and opportunities, the exact nature of which were shaped by 

regional, national and international factors, but also specifically due to local conditions and 

structures’. This observation by the authors is welcome insofar as it supports my own view 

that Scotland was indeed open to the world, not closed and primitively bound by an awkward 

and often, incorrect interpretation, that it was a backward and inward looking helpless colony 

of ‘North Briton’ (think Darien scheme). In fact, understanding British identity between and 

after the 15’ and ’45 owes a great deal to the fashion of travel writing which was actually, 

rather prolific in the 18th century afforded no doubt by the early precursors to the later 

MacAdam road system and of course, the possibilities presented by the growing freedom of 

printed press. For instance, North Briton was first published in 1761. To indulge here a little, 

and in keeping with ‘extant sources’ such was the myth so unfairly perpetuated by both 

Scottish and English observers, and especially that cad James Boswell (1740-1795), who 

struggled with his concentric loyalties:  

“Mr Johnson, I do indeed come from Scotland, but I cannot help it.”  
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[Johnson:] “That, Sir, I find, is what a very great many of your countrymen cannot help” 4 

East Dunbartonshire’s Tobias Smollett (b. Cardross, 1721-1771)5 at last, did some justice by 

ensuring a Scot could observe his travel musings and fondness for Scotland with an English 

(more London) audience in mind, in reaction - to an extent, to the London-centric anti-

Scottish feeling in the latter half of the 18th century.  After all, he was a troublesome and 

quarrelsome Scot living as an outsider (like Boswell) in the outer realms of the London literati 

and despised its hedonistic vices, for which he himself indulged! Indeed, identity was a 

peculiar thing in the British Isles during the 18th century. 

Moving to chapter five we see a different kind of improvement come sharply into focus. 

Distilled to the urban dwellings and fashionable houses the key body of evidence is drawn 

from inventories taken of personal estates of urban dwellers at death – providing 

‘unexampled insight into the advancing frontier of new social manners in urban society’. 

Here the authors shed light on the consumer and domestic household revolution which they 

argue, had a ‘very strong urban dimension’. Citing the historian, Maxine Berg, these new 

manners were not driven by a top down copycat version of the gentry in terms of manners 

and tastes, but was in fact a product of changes internal to society and culture – ‘…fluid, 

youthful societies marked by enterprise and the pursuit of respectability and status alongside 

prosperity’ (p.284).  

The ‘new consumerism’ the authors argue, was as much made in the ‘rapidly growing 

commercial and industrial towns’ as in London or the spa and seaside pleasure towns which 

attracted gentry patronage. It is not difficult therefore to appreciate how, why and when retail 

was to emerge and slowly catapult its way into town centres by the late 19th century perhaps 

exemplified in Thorstein Veblen’s ‘Theory of the Leisure Class’ over 150 years later in 1899. 

The pre-occupation with status rather than need, had been crystalized very rapidly during 

the late 1800s but it was different in Scotland in the early-mid 18th century in what I would 

describe as a peculiarly, unique and reserved ostentation. In fact, as the authors argue 

themselves, while Glasgow’s merchants were indeed ‘at pains to eschew and under-state 

wealth, the records show how dangerous it is to simply assume that other towns were pale 

imitations of Edinburgh and Glasgow’…: 

‘…which is not to say that their example did not stimulate changes in these towns. This, 

however, cannot be assumed; it needs to be demonstrated’, (p.285).   

                                                           
4
 James Boswell, Life of Samuel Johnson, Everyman edition, (1992, p.247) 

5
 See The Expedition of Humphrey Clinker, (1771) and the patriotic, The Tears of Scotland (1746) by 

Tobias Smollett.   
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This approach to the historical record of town dwellers’ housing and material culture in the 

Enlightenment era with meticulous research reveals a refreshingly honest approach. This 

painstaking analysis could well have been ignored for the purpose of brevity. Moreover, if a 

city could have a character trait, it is fascinating that even to this day, the city of Glasgow still 

holds this reserved ostentation where ‘showin’ aff’ is really a reference to remind one of 

one’s grounded status, and  ‘no tae git ideas above yer station’!   

By looking into provincial Scottish towns in the sixty or so years after 1740, the chapter 

delves into an examination of how far there were significant changes to the material culture 

of the middling ranks in particular. The author’s aim is to go well beyond the evidence of the 

urban elites and instead pursued more ‘systematic traces of change’. To that end therefore, 

the chapter explores in turn the evidence of the built environment – the houses built and 

lived in by contemporary urban dwellers; the development of an urban luxury economy; and 

records of household possessions as contained in inventories of personal estates drawn up 

at the deaths of their owners. As the authors freely admit, ‘the exercise is a heroically 

perilous one, in that most of our sources are fragmentary and selective’ and that 

‘inventories…survive in tiny numbers relative to the urban population…and even where they 

do, ‘…they are randomly distributed in respect of chronology’ and ‘heavily biased in favour of 

the wealthy’. Household possessions are presented and the authors urge caution as these 

are ‘mainly by way of illustration’. Again, this illustrates how, as historians, their investigative 

spirit was at pains to ensure accuracy so as to produce a robust and rigorously researched 

insight into provincial Scotland never hitherto examined. Moreover, it demonstrates a 

profound respect if not passion for the undisclosed and unpublished historical record that 

ultimately is for the reader’s benefit and enjoyment. This is admirable.   

In chapter six, the author returns to the public sphere and traces patterns of change within 

urban culture by examining the new cultural institutions and practices within towns, how and 

where these arose, and how far their development was an endogenous one. As the authors 

argue, it is about how far this was driven by change to and within urban society and how far 

exogenous – driven by new demands on towns by those who lived or gained their wealth 

beyond their boundaries, especially the landed classes including the gentry, newly 

prospering tenant farmers, expanding groups of rentiers and returnees from empire, widows 

and daughters of landed families too. Furthermore, this cultural backwater was indeed 

transforming, and at a rapid speed and pace not even witnessed in regions and towns south 

of the border. This is what is so unique about the Scottish transformation and adaptation 

under the auspices of ‘improvement’: it spread everywhere.  
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Driven by the growing commercial successes, cultural change had indeed brought a ‘far 

more genuine British dimension to Scottish urban culture than had been present hitherto’. 

Polite culture was closely identified with notions of what was fashionable and metropolitan 

norms were moderated and tempered by more often than not, Edinburgh. However the 

forces producing those changes, as the author’s state, were ‘strictly limited between the 

Union and the 1780s but markedly intensified thereafter’. As a result of empire, overseas 

enrichment, rising land prices and rental incomes, a resurgent Scottish landed class exerted 

new levels of influence on, and demand for, urban cultural facilities. As the authors portend, 

‘The interaction between land and town took on a vital cultural dimension during this period 

in which, chronologically speaking at least, Scotland differed from the rest of Britain’, (p.362). 

As such, this chapter also deals with the spread of Enlightenment within ‘provincial urban 

Scotland’ as reflected in the opening of libraries marking a new cultural engagement in the 

heartlands. However, traditional and distinctive Scottish cultural habits were not lost in that 

these continued most obviously, in the milieu and rise of religious pluralism, religion and 

religious traditions, which were indeed, very central and highly influential on Scottish urban 

life and society. Scotland already had a strong commitment to education and literacy, again, 

similarly rooted in the Scottish tradition. What was significant however, was that these 

traditions were accelerated, re-energised and adapted under the combined effects of the 

Enlightenment, economic change, and religious evangelicalism. As such, ‘cultural change 

was neither uniform in impact nor in speed and this was true between towns but also within 

the same town’. The emergence then, of the ‘cultural quartier’ in the 18th century British town 

was (as is covered in chapter two), a ‘social space delimited by paved streets and civic 

buildings, typically including assembly rooms, luxury shops, theatres, booksellers, libraries, 

news and coffee rooms’. To that end, chapter six explores this in greater detail in examining 

how far, and when Scots burghs fitted that picture.               

The book’s final chapter (seven) explores the nature of civic order ad identity in this period 

whilst also examining the ways in which different urban authorities and the urban wealthy 

sought to maintain public order in towns. The authors begin by noting that in the Georgian 

period, Scots burghs, except most obviously Glasgow and Paisley, were relatively stable and 

orderly places, and how unusual this was despite rapid rates of growth. In addressing the 

theme of this chapter, we also learn that the yardstick by which stability or orderliness is 

evaluated is ‘not always clear’ and often both an implicit or even explicit comparison is made 

with towns in the mid-18th century and sometimes with English towns. As such, the authors 

portend that ‘no ready means exist, in fact, for assessing systemically the presence of 

disorder in Scots towns in this period, and certainly no robust series of data such as might 
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be derived from court records’. In describing the nature of disorder in towns, this was low-

level but commonplace involving in the main, drinking, fighting and sex and particularly in 

garrison towns. For example, in Stirling ‘it was soldiers who seem to have provided much of 

the informal economy, comprising drinking dens and prostitution which hid in the shadows in 

the dark closes and wynds behind the main streets’. As the authors point out, situations like 

this could be multiplied many times over and were symptomatic of societies in which 

tensions were rife but also where personal reputation mattered.  

Scots burghs they add, were ‘very lightly policed’ and it is the belated and very partial nature 

of changes to this condition that stands out, in a British context. Few burghs had established 

a salaried ‘watch’. However, there were gradually signs that there was indeed dissatisfaction 

over current levels of protection for property. The drive to establish external lighting in the 

later 18th and early 19th centuries was partly driven by the pursuit of greater amenity, but, this 

was ‘inextricably intertwined with new notions of order’, (see chapter 2 here for instance). 

‘If Scots burghs were characterised by an underlying stability, this was not, therefore, 

primarily because that order was imposed from above…rather, the main sources of order 

almost certainly lay in the constitution and nature of Scottish urban communities’, (p.432).       

Equally important, the authors suggest, was the ability of the towns and their inhabitants to 

adapt to, and assimilate, change. Medium sized and larger burghs, we are told, such as 

Perth, Dundee, Dumfries, Montrose, Inverness and Ayr were ‘relatively orderly despite 

spikes of considerable tension and conflict’. The authors are at pains to point out that, what 

is being suggested, is that Scottish provincial urban society in the later Georgian period was 

in general, ‘fairly cohesive’ and that it remained so up to the 1820s. The ‘community of the 

burgh’ is conceived by the authors as similar to the notion of a ‘civic community’ and that this 

was to retain considerable potency among much of the urban population. As such, in the 

mid-18th century, the Scots burghs ‘nurtured a very strong and independent sense of civic 

identity’. The burgh was, however, also a ‘moral community’.  

The authors reflect how Scottish urban identity in this period was in some ways marked by 

deep continuities which gave the notion of civic community continuing in force in the early 

19th century. Moreover, formal membership of the burgh, in other words, citizenship, was 

defined by being a burgess and in many burghs (though not all the authors add), a member 

of either the guildry or a trades incorporation. This was in quite stark contrast with England, 

where from 1720 onwards, trades guilds influence had sharply declined but in Scotland, the 

guilds continued to exercise considerable influence and remained critical elements in burgh 

life well into the later 18th century and even beyond in some cases.         
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'The Scottish Town in the Age of Enlightenment' covers all the aspects of its subject in an 

exemplary and detailed fashion. What the authors have achieved is a remarkable treatise on 

towns developed from years of detailed research and investigation. The end result is a major 

pioneering work that provides a wonderful insight and illumination into towns as they 

improved during the 18th-century. It that regard, it is a wonderful contribution to an often 

neglected aspect of urban history. It will make a useful companion to any history student’s 

library as well as those with a current interest in our towns beyond the mundane lens of 

bricks and mortar of the built environment, in which towns are often viewed. Hail the town!  

Bob Harris and Charles McKean: 'The Scottish Town in the Age of the Enlightenment 1740-

1820' (Edinburgh University Press, £30). 


