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LDC Press Release EMBARGOED until 0001hrs on Tuesday 13 st December 
2016 
 
 
Scotland’s hardest hit towns show signs of recovery , with Scottish 
shopping centres leading the way as well as service  and leisure 
occupiers 
 
A new report published today by The Local Data Company (LDC) and The Institute 
for Retail Studies, University of Stirling, on Scotland’s top cities and towns reveals 
significant and new data on the health of Scotland’s high streets. The report’s key 
findings will be presented by Professor Leigh Sparks  of The University of Stirling 
and Matthew Hopkinson  of The Local Data Company at KPMG’s offices in 
Edinburgh today. 

Following the presentation, the research findings will be discussed by an expert 
panel chaired by Jane Bradley  (The Scotsman) with David McCorquodale  (UK 
Head of Retail, KPMG), Emma Mackenzie  (Director, NewRiver) and Jim Galloway  
(Head of Enterprise and Innovation, Edinburgh City Council). 

The research set out to answer three questions: 
 

1. What is the retail scale of Scottish towns and cities? 
2. What is the vacancy rate and how is it changing? 
3. What is the retail structure of our towns and cities? 

The Scottish National Vacancy rate for retail and leisure in towns is 11.7%. This has 
fallen from 13% in 2012 and marks the fourth consecutive drop since 2012.  It is 
thought a marginal reduction from 11.8% in 2015 and a slower reduction than 
elsewhere. The pattern established since 2012 is repeated this year with England 
showing lower vacancy than Scotland. These figures are skewed by the vacancy 
rates in London and in the South East.  Wales has a much higher town centre 
vacancy rate than that of Scotland. Retail Park vacancy across GB has fallen in 
2016 with the exception of Scotland which has remained stable at 7.8% which is the 
highest vacancy rate across GB. Scottish shopping centres also show the highest 
vacancy rates across the country at 16.9% although this constitutes a substantial 
reduction from 17.6% last year and repeats the trend of reduced vacancy in 
shopping centres across the UK.  This is a significant reduction from the highest 
levels of Scottish shopping centre vacancy in 2013 when it peaked at 18.8%. 
Scottish town centres and shopping centres are moving in the right direction but 
more remains to be done as progress has slowed. 
 
Key findings (2014 v 2015) 
 

- Scotland’s average retail (Shop) vacancy rate has fallen from 12.9% to 

12.6% 

- Brechin  has the highest vacancy rate of all Scottish towns at 24.0%, up from 

22.3% in 2015 

- Town vacancy rates have dropped to 12.6%, while cities saw a +0.3% 

increase in the last 12 months 



 2

- Longniddry  has the lowest vacancy rate at 0.0%, with all retail units 

occupied 

- Town vacancy rates has dropped from 12.6%, while cities saw a +0.3% 

increase in vacancy over the last 12 months 

- 5 towns have maintained retail vacancy rates at 4% or less for the last three 

years – Longniddry (0.0%), St. Andrews (2.7%), Inveruie (3. 1%) and 

Dalkeith (3.9%) and Dunbar (4.0%)  

- East Kilbride (-16.0%) and Troon (-8.1%) have seen the biggest declines in 

their vacancy rates during the 2015/16 period 

- Cowdenbeath (+7.6%) had the biggest increase in its vacancy rate between 

2014/5 and 2015/6 

- Inverness was the only city to not see an increase in its vacancy rate, with a 

drop of -2.9% 

- Since the first report in 2012/13, Tillicoultry  (-78.1%) and Kyle  (-66.7%) 

have seen the biggest percentage improvement in their vacancy rates 

- Girvan, Kirkwall, Fort William and Ardrossan  have the highest proportion 

of its total units vacant for over three years (all over 15% of total units) 

- Out of the Scottish cities, Dundee has the largest percentage of units that 

have been vacant for over three years (9.9%) 

- Independent retailing is critical to Scotland’s towns with 55% of the total 

units. Kircudbright  has the highest proportion of independent shops at 88% 

- Tillicoultry (5%) and Gretna (8%) have the lowest proportion of independent 

retail  

- Leisure (Food, Drink & Entertainment) is an increasingly significant presence 
in cities and towns with Edinburgh  and Glasgow  having 40% of the 
occupiers classified as leisure. Ullapool is the leading town with 42% of its 
occupiers classed as Leisure 
 

- Edinburgh  is the city with the largest number of charity shops (58), although 
they was an improvement with the number of charity shops dropping by -10 
units since 2014/15. Ayr  is the town with the largest number of charity shops 
with 13, a drop from 14 in 2014/15 

 
- The 2016 Booze Money and Gambling Index (BMG) has seen a -58 drop in 

the number of cheque cashing  (-61%) due to regulation changes 
 

- The number of off–licences  in Scotland has also decreased by -123 units (-
25%)  
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Professor Leigh Sparks, Institute for Retail Studie s, University of 
Stirling commented: 

“.” 

Matthew Hopkinson , director at the Local Data Company  
commented: 

“.” 

 
ENDS 
 
Media information - contact Nav Jass on 020 3111 4392 (0900-1730hrs) 
nav@localdatacompany.com 
 
 
Notes for editors 
 
 
ABOUT THE LOCAL DATA COMPANY 
LDC is the UK’s leading data creator using real people on the street to acquire the 
most up to date, on demand location and company specific data for the retail and 
leisure sectors. It combines powerful proprietary technology with a unique, field 
researched database of over half a million premises. LDC delivers primary evidence 
on thousands of companies and locations, including high streets, town centres, 
shopping centres, retail parks and standalone out of town stores.  
 
LDC brings data alive and delivers clarity through its integration, aggregation and 
highly visual delivery along with unique modelling and analysis carried out in 
partnership with the UK’s leading universities. It provides online insights and 
indices, bespoke reports and advice to the UK’s leading retailer and leisure 
occupiers, investors, landlords, banks, councils, business improvement districts and 
the media. 

 

 
ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR RETAIL STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING 
The Institute for Retail Studies (IRS) at the University of Stirling is a leading 
research and education centre on the subject of retailing.  Our research tackles 
issues in retailing, retailer operations and t the interactions of retailing and society. 
Research projects are conducted on behalf of retail and distributive companies, 
local and national governments, public sector bodies and research councils. 
Projects range from three year research fellowships to short term consulting 
projects. The IRS offers at Stirling and internationally a variety of retail education 
programmes, leading to formal undergraduate and postgraduate qualifications or 
CPD, open access or tailored company programmes. Details of our work can be 
found at www.stirlingretail.com. 
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Matthew Hopkinson and Professor Leigh Sparks are av ailable for interview. 
Please contact Nav Jass (020 3111 4392 / nav@locald atacompany.com) to 
arrange a date and time. 

 
 
For further information: www.localdatacompany.com  
 


